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St. Philip’s is a community that shares a great love for God, the Episcopal faith, and our “little red church.” 

Our mission is to faithfully worship God and to live each day guided by His principles. 

 

 

INTERIM RECTOR’S CORNER  
 

 As we wrestle with ourselves in so 

many ways – in families, churches, the 

community, our country, and throughout 

the world – socially, politically, and 

religiously – Lent is the season that each is 

asked to look within and find that “peace 

which passes all understanding.”  As we 

transfer our trust from our own efforts to a 

trust in a loving and faithful God, He 

becomes our place of refuge through His love and grace.  We see the 

great drama and relive it in Holy Week.  Beginning on Palm Sunday, 

Jesus refuses to use earthly power and is tried and crucified, offering 

His life for our sins.  He is buried and raised from the dead and invites 

us to join Him as his brothers and sisters in eternal life. 

Recently I read A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hussien, the 

author of The Kite Flier.  (The setting of both books is Afghanistan.)  

During the rise of the Taliban following the communist withdrawal,  as 

the war lords of the region fought for power, one man struggled to 

maintain an orphanage for the many homeless children.  Nailed to the 

door of one classroom was this message:   

 

Joseph shall return to Canaan – grieve not.   

Hovels shall turn to rose gardens – grieve not.  

If a flood should arise to drown all alive,  

Noah is your guide in the typhoon’s eye – grieve not. 

 

There is ever a message of hope to those who put their trust in 

God.  We, who believe in Jesus Christ, can say – Fear not. 

 

More Convention News 

This year’s Convention was highlighted by Bishop Sloan’s first 

sermon to the Diocese – the theme, “God loves you more than your 

mama does” was filled with his unique ways of telling stories. 

The Rt. Rev. Mark McDonald, Bishop to the native peoples of 

Canada and Newfoundland, used the theme that the place where one is 

born and nurtured gives identity to the indigenous peoples of Canada 

and the USA. 

Bishop Parsley’s address gave hope to the mission and ministry in 

the diocese and the church. 

      

      Fr. Jim 
 

 

 

 

Please pray for: 
Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, 

Michael, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, 

Susan, Faye, Pat, Lourene, Bea, Jerry, 

Jane, Cathy, Norman, Irene, Jack, 

Martha, Earl, Rilla, Anna Beth, Kim, 

Lucy, David, Paul, Roger, Marion, Jack, 

Mack, Samuel, Jo Ann, Jack, Pattie, 

Van, and Jim, and all those carried in 

our hearts and in our prayers.  

 

We invite prayers for all those who 

are in need.  Please keep us up to date 

on their status so we might make room 

for others.  

 

  

The altar flower signup chart for 2008  

is posted in Hudgings Hall.  

 

  

April Birthdays 
 2 Billie Vezertzis 

 4 Jamie Brewer  

  Linda Jackson 

 11 Chuck Myrick 

 13 Gayle Franklin 

 15 Peter Selman 

 21 Don Guinn 

 27 Jennifer Stiefel 

 30 John David Barnes 

 

April Anniversaries 
 13 Billie and Pat Vezertzis 

 28 Lynette and Steve Porter 

 

PLEASE – keep us updated on changes,  

256-845-1192 
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PLEASE NOTE!  Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgings Hall.  If you prefer to receive 

this newsletter by regular mail, please contact me by email at gayle.franklin@earthlink.net or at 256-779-7675.  

 

 

For Your April Calendar 
  

 3 Living Beyond Yourself,” 10:00-12:00 

  5  Parish Leadership Training, 9:00-3:30, 

  St. Luke’s, Birmingham 

  6 Adult Sunday School, 9:00 am, “Alabama 

Constitution Reform,” led by David Rains  

   Third Sunday of Easter, The Rev. Jim Alves 

celebrates 

 9 ECW Meeting – 5:30 in Hudgings Hall 

 10 “Living Beyond Yourself,” 10:00-12:00, 

Hudgings Hall 

 12 Workday at the church and grounds, 9:00am 

  All welcome and needed!  Lunch provided 

 13 Vestry Meeting, 9:00 am    

  Forth Sunday of Easter, Rev. Jim Alves 

celebrates 

 20  Fifth Sunday of Easter, Rev. Jim Alves 

celebrates 

 26 Contributions to newsletter due – submit to 

gayle.franklin@earthlink.net 

 27  Sixth Sunday of Easter, Rev. Jim Alves 

celebrates  

 

 Note: Please submit Sunday Bulletin input to 

 stphilipsadmin@bellsouth.net by 11 am 

 each Wednesday. 

 

 

Vestry Meeting – Sunday, April 13 at 9 am 

Work Day – Saturday, April 12 at 9 am. 

______________________ 

 

St. Philip’s Contacts 
 

Parish Office   256-845-1192 

Rev. Jim Alves, Interim Rector - 582-3225 

Buz Jones, Sr. Warden - 845-1359 

Dick Franklin, Jr. Warden - 779-7675 

 
 

ECW News 

 Calling all St. Philip's Women! It's time to get back 

into our regular schedule, so let's all plan to be at the 

April meeting on April 9 at 5:30 in Hudgings Hall.  

Suzie Barker has agreed to present a program on the 

Daughter's of the King that I'm sure will be informative. 

I look forward to seeing everyone.  

   Stephanie 

______________________ 

 

HELP!  HELP!  HELP! 

 We want to continue our after-church coffee 

fellowship but need help.  If you would be willing to 

make coffee, put out the cups, and serve some light 

refreshments, please sign up.  List is on the fridge in 

kitchen or contact Gayle Franklin, at 256-779-7675 for 

more information.  It’s easy – just do it! 
 

 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
  

 When a priest is not available to offer Communion 

outside the church setting, St. Philip’s has four trained 

Eucharistic Ministers who take Communion to those 

unable to attend our Sunday Service.  If you have a need, 

or you know of a member of St. Philip’s in need of 

Communion, please contact:  Greg or Suzie Barker (657-

5055), Lou Rains (845-5435) or Norma Jones (635-

6711). 

 

   
Diocesan Convention Information 

available at www.dioala.org  

click on “Diocesan Convention.”   

Addresses from all the speakers can be heard.  

Information on other presentations, resolutions adopted, 

and the Apostle is also available. 
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