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Rector’s Corner 
 Lent, the season of forty days that proceed Easter, is traditionally 

observed by fasting, sacrificing, in acts of penance and through other 

forms of spiritual devotion.  However, Lent is not predominately fo-

cused on the passion and death of Jesus but rather on how our human 

sin is transformed by the redemptive love of God through Christ.   

 But, Lent isn’t just a season of self-denial and self-sacrifice where 

Christians are obligated to give up some luxury of life as to symbolical-

ly “suffer.”  Rather, Lent offers us an opportunity to turn inward and 

explore the character of God’s Spirit found already existing within the 

heart.  For me, that’s what Lent symbolizes…our human struggle to 

seek and find “that something greater within.”  Sure, life on this earth is 

a struggle…Jesus never told us anything different.  Think back for a 

moment to the story of Jesus’ wilderness experience; of how he strug-

gled with the many worldly temptations.  As Jesus was as much human 

as divine, I can imagine he fought with many of the same desires and 

emotions that we do – battling those worldly “things, positions and 

opportunities” that attempt to turn our hearts away from God. 

 Each year before I begin my Lenten journey, I recall Jesus’ story of 

how he overcame defeated Satan.  Relating to his experience allows me 

to identify, name and overcome the worldly barriers that block my own 

ability to recognize and benefit from God’s blessings in life.  That’s 

why the imposition of ashes is so meaningful: it’s a reminder that before 

I can rejoice in the light and glory of the Resurrection, I must first walk 

the dark paths of my soul; discovering more about who I am and in 

what ways God is changing me.    

 To undertake such a journey is never easy…it requires a lot of 

“letting go.”  First, I find I must let go of my need to always be success-

ful.  Success has very little to teach about the spiritual life -- but failure 

is a great teacher!  For me, personal growth comes about through those 

hard lessons learned as I stumble or fall.  Most times we learn so much 

more from our pain than we ever could from our pleasure. 

 Secondly, I have to put aside my obsession to always be right…a 

tendency that sometimes closes my heart to those many wonderful and 

enlightening things God lays before us.  Admittedly, letting go of this 

tendency is difficult – especially as personal pride often denies us the 

opportunity to admit our mistakes.  If our world could overcome this 

one tendency, I believe we’d experience a lot less mistrust, judgment 

and personal anxiety.   

 Lastly, I’ve had to let go of needing to always be in control.  I find 

that when I relinquish control -- especially to God -- I become more 

receptive to those things that I might have otherwise missed.  In surren-

dering, we become vulnerable and humble - traits that battle our human 

tendency towards self-centeredness and pride -- our true blindness.  

    
 

 If we are faithful to our 

spiritual journey, we’ll grow 

into a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of Christ’s own life 

and words as he walked towards 

the cross.  In stumbling down 

our own rocky paths, we’ll 

discover a divine opportunity to 

grow in Spirit as we encounter 

God’s grace and forgiveness 

along the way.  But, the trip can 

be daunting and the discoveries 

harsh.  But, remain encouraged; 

and, remember… 

 

That if any person sins, we 

have an advocate with the 

Father, Jesus Christ the righ-

teous; and, he is the perfect 

offering for our sins, and not 

for ours only, but for the sins 

of the whole world. 

God’s Peace…Jeff+  

 

 
During Lent, St Philip's will partic-

ipate in the small-church Sunday 

evening Lenten services. These 

programs will begin at 6pm at each 

hosted church, and will include 

worship, a homily, and a light 

reception for fellowship afterward. 

St. Philip's will host the first 

opportunity on February 25 (1st 

Sunday in Lent,) with Evening 

Prayer. If you want to help with 

finger foods for the fellowship, 

please contact the parish office. 
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St Philip’s Wednesday Evening Lenten 

Program 
Once again, we will gather on Wednesday evenings 

during Lent to share a meal and explore together “Pio-

neers of the Spirit”: biographical profiles that weave 

together excerpts from the lives, experiences and writ-

ings of such faithful church figures as Augustine of 

Hippo, St Teresa of Avila, and Dante Alighieri.  Each 

evening will begin at 5:30pm with our traditional soup 

and sandwich meal, followed by a 30-minute video and 

discussion on each personality, and each session will 

close with Compline by 7pm.  A signup sheet will be 

posted in the parish kitchen for those volunteering to 

prepare each meal.  Please plan on joining us. 

 

February Calendar  
 
 3 Spiritual Workshop (St Stephen’s, Huntsville) 

 4  5
th
 Sunday after Epiphany 

  Hymn Practice (9am-No Adult Forum) 

  Quarterly Luncheon (covered dish) 

 11 6
th
 Sunday after Epiphany 

  Designated Offering (Episcopal Camp Coast 

Care) 

 14 ECW meeting (Suzie Barker’s home at 5:30 

pm) 

15-17 DIOALA Convention (Tuscaloosa) 

 18 Last Sunday after Epiphany 

 20 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (time TBD) 

 21 Ash Wednesday (Imposition of Ashes at noon 

and at 5 pm) Holy Communion also offered. 

 24 Vestry Brainstorming Session (Parish hall at 8 

am) 

 25 1
st
 Sunday in Lent 

  Lenten Service with Evening Prayer (6:00 pm) 

 26 Newsletter inputs due 

 28  1
st
 Wednesday Lenten Program (5:30 pm) 

 

Note:  Ash Wednesday Services with the Imposition of 

Ashes will be on Wednesday, February 2,1 at both noon 

and 5 pm at the church. Holy Communion will also be 

offered. 

 

 

 
Normal parish office hours are Monday through  

Thursday, from 8:30 am-4 pm.   

For after-hour emergencies, please call  

845-9945or997-6730. If anyone needs either pastoral 

presence or prayers, please let us know. 

__________________________________________

Adult Sunday School  
Christianity and World Religions is the topic of our 

adult Sunday School class.  It is a discussion centered 

and utilizes both with both videos and an accompanying 

book.  Course books are on the table in the adult room - 

feel free to take one at no charge…but please take one 

only if you intend to be a regular Sunday participant.   

 

 

Please pray for: 
 
 Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, Carole, Michael, Chez, 

Norma, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, Susan, Martha Jean, 

Martha, Jack, Glenda, Reba, Faye, Donna, Pat, Carol, 

Lourene, Bea, Charles, Jerry, Cheryl, Kay & Lillian, and 

all those carried in our hearts.   

 If you have someone carried on this list, please 

call and update us on their status. 

 

  

Relay for Life - April 27 – 6 pm 

Fort Payne Sports Complex  
Team Members wanted!  (Team members are asked 

to raise $100.00.  If you don't want to be an "Offical 

team member," we still want everyone to be a member 

of the team.)  

As we all know, cancer touches more than the per-

son diagnosed.  It affects everyone around them. Relay 

for Life helps with research, advocacy, education, and 

services. 

Our theme this year is, “Glenda’s Gang Says, Cancer 

Doesn’t Have a Leg to Stand On”.  We’ll be using 

flamingos, etc., for decorating and we need to get busy 

raising money now!   See Nancy or Stephanie to get 

your fund raising packets.  If you have a fund raising 

project, please let us know.  

 

 

 

Alter Flowers 
 Altar flowers are a meaningful way to offer a me-

morial, thanksgiving, or special intention; the provider's 

name and dedication will appear in that Sunday's bulle-

tin. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

Hudgings Hall or you may e-mail Suzie Barker at gbark-

er@farmerstel.com to reserve your dates.  

Please place your order with Violet's Florist at 844-4798 

as we have a delivery agreement with them. 

 

http://tdsmail.tds.net/agent/MobNewMsg?to=gbarker@farmerstel.com
http://tdsmail.tds.net/agent/MobNewMsg?to=gbarker@farmerstel.com
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Happy Birthday – February 
 6 Parker Vezertzis 

 9 Rachel Culpepper 

 16 Kay Scruggs  

  Hjordis Culpepper 

  Louis Herzberg 

 19 Greg Barker 

 20 Buz Jones 

  Ivanette King 

  Erlinda Kellett 

 22 Ross Siragusa 

 

Happy Anniversary 

 

 14 Gayle and Dick Franklin 

 20 Holli and Tommy Chestnut 

 22 Cindy and Don Wood 

 28 Harriett and George Lillich 

  Jennifer and Chris Barker 

 
 
 

 

February 14 - ECW meeting, 

5:30 at the home of Suzie Barker 
 

 

 

 

 

St. Philip’s ECW Events and News 
Please wear "red" to our next ECW meeting! It 

will be held Valentine's Day, Feb. 14 at the home of 

Suzie Barker (657-5055; directions can be found on 

the counter in HH). Those present will have a 

chance to win a doorprize! Meet at the church at 

5:10 if interested in carpooling.  

We will continue to collect dues for 2007 ($15 

payable to St. Philip's ECW). Remember to bring 

and place toiletries, make-up, etc. in the basket in 

HH throughout the year for our outreach project for 

women served by Rose Haven.  

Also, as you begin your "spring-cleaning" at 

home, save your "slightly-used treasures" (no 

clothes, please) for our church-wide yard sale com-

ing up in May. Stephanie Fritz, Margaret Ann 

Selman and Linda Jones will coordinate this shared 

fundraiser between St. Philip's Budget Commit-

tee/Vestry and ECW.  

The ECW would also like to commend and 

thank Kay Scruggs for chairing the 2007 DeKalb 

County Relay for Life and for providing us with a 

wonderful program at our January meeting. Nancy 

Davis and Stephanie will coordinate St. Philip's 

team and efforts in participating in this most 

worthwhile outreach project. Be sure and ask how 

you might help!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 

 Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgings Hall on the wall racks in the 

foyer and next to the bulletin board in the hall, across from the kitchen.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter 

by regular mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net 

 

          Your editor, Gayle Franklin 

mailto:gayle.franklin@tds.net

