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Rector’s Corner
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Just as we explored during our Wednesday night Advent program in
December, this pause between Christmastide till Lent at the beginning THANKS!
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of our soul that the world often leads us to overlook; that part too often
neglected. Each of us has certain skills and/or professions; whatever

they may be. But vocationally,
share both a common identity and
Personal and community discernment is a large part vocation.

My prayer for all as we begin this new year is that each of you will
give your spirit adequate opport
us .t hose holy things that we too

quiet, still moments where the divine beckons us to listen, ponder, and
be awestruck by the mystery and wonder that surrounds our lives. Only

then will we be abletofree our
so graciously placed before
worldly clutter that keeps us fromembracin g God’ s one tr

May God grant you the light of Christmas, which is faith;
The warmth of Christmas, which is love;
The radiance of Christmas, which is purity, the righteousness of
Christmas, which is justice;
The belief of Christmas, which is truth;
The all of Christmas -- which is Christ!
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ACTS 11

Ralph Waldo Beeson was a multimillionaire who modeled stewardship in his life. Besides living a frugal
lifestyle in a modest home with no air conditioning, he had no desire to spend money on himself; but wanted to

give all he coul d —f or avdalame sumofrmdrieysto helpdfaurd thdldivinitir . Be
school at Samford University in Birmingham; a gi
God’s money. He gave me the gift of maki ngown t ..I
lts His money, and I’ m going to give it back to
Giving back to God is part of our Christian res
within it. ACTS 11, the di ocese’ s taupugpadsesiathenatle mp a
ern half of our state, is an opportunity to once
llisafund-r ai si ng event with an overall goal of growir

and share God’'s Word t hr oug h-adevdloped io coltabioretionrbetwhen theb a ma .
laity, clergy and diocesan leadership -- includes:

E Building a larger and modern chapel at Camp McDowell that will accommodate the growing
number of people who wish to attend liturgical functions and worship while there;

Developing and implementing a Comprehensive Lay Certification Program to train laity for min-
istry in their home parishes to support Youth Ministry, Spiritual Formation, Strategic Planning, Ste-
wardship and Small Church Ministry;

Improving communications within the diocese that will connect parishes and people including
websites, publications and the personnel to oversee those instruments;

Purchasing land for seven new parishes in areas not currently serviced by ESUSA;

And, finally, Supporting the expansion of Campus Ministries and facilities at University of
Montevallo.
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The Diocese has a great start with $3.3 million from both individual gifts and clergy pledges made last year.
Now, Bishop Parsley asks for the help of all Alabama Episcopalians in making these planned improvements to
our diocese a reality. In the future, our parish ACTS representative will be sending out pledge cards to each
family asking for their commitment in supporting the ACTS Il goals. Each parish in our diocese will conduct

its individual campaign on its own t i mdodstintfuieure. s o
Pl ease prayerfully consi der s up p olrbenefinfrgm the@odbdShatl | w
wi || bl ossom from our generosity! For the momen
Barker.
Please pray for: Adult Sunday School, Christianity and World
Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, Carole, Michael, Chez, Religionsresumes on Sunday, 14 January, with
Norman, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, Susan, Mar- discussion centered on Hinduism (led by Louise
tha Jean, Martha, Jack, Glenda, Reba, Faye, Becky, Rains.) This is a sharing-centered opportunity, with
Donna, Pat, Carole, Lourene, Bea, Charles, Jerry, both videos and an accompanying book. Course
Cheryl and Steve, and all those carried in our hearts. books are on the table in the adult room; feel free to
take one at no charge..bu
If you have someone carried on this list, you intend to be a regular Sunday participant.
please call and update us on their status.
There will be a VESTRY MEETING on Sunday,

14 January, following worship!
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Calendar - January 2007

7 Jan 1% Sunday after Epiphany (Fr. Jeff
returns)
Monthly Hymn Practice (9am)
10 Jan ECW Meeting (Lou
5:30pm)
14 Jan 2" Sunday after Epiphany
Adult Sunday School (9am)
Vestry Meeting (after worship)
16-22 Jan Christian Care Center Call (Fr Jeff)
18-25 Jan Christian Unity Week
21 Jan 3" Sunday after Epiphany
PM - Christian Unity Service
26 Jan Monthly Newsletter inputs due
(Gayle Franklin)
28 Jan 4" Sunday after Epiphany

Happy Birthday — January

1 George Newsome
3 Molly Selman
Jane Herndon
7 John Shippey
Pat Vezertzis, Sr.
10 Ellen Lacey
Jimmy Eberhart
Hunter Vezertizis
11 Don Wood
12 Chris Barker
16 Nancy Davis
29 Benjamin Evans
30 Donna Frost

R

Gail will be sending out the 2006 Pledge Status
Reports in early January 2007. If you have a need
for your report earlier, please call her office and let
her know.

ains’ home @

ECW NEWS

Thank you to those who participated in the ECW "Adopt
a Grandparent" project for Christmas. The director of
Council on Aging was very appreciative of our altruism
in helping two of their clients have a Merry Christmas!
One of the recipients exclaimed to her as she opened her
packages "I've hit the lottery!" Thank you also to Marga-
ret Ann Selman for graciously hosting our Christmas
dinner in her home. She is also coordinating our next
project - collecting items for ladies served by Rose
Haven Center for Domestic Abuse. | know St. Philip's
will again be generous in donating items for this worthy
cause. Come join us Jan. 10 at our first meeting in 2007
at the home of Louise Rains!

Jan. 10 - ECW meeting, 5:30 @ the home
of Louise Rains

Normal parish office hours are Monday through
Thursday, from 8:30 am-4 pm. For after-hour
emergencies, please call 845-9945 or 997-6730. If
anyone needs either pastoral presence or prayers,
please let us know.

PLEASE NOTE!

Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgins Hall on the wall racks in the foyer
and next to the bulletin board in the hall. If anyone who receives this newsletter by email would rather receive a
regular copy through the mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net

Your editor, Gayle Franklin
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