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St Philip’s is a community that shares a great love for God, the Episcopal faith, and our “little red church.” 

Our mission is to faithfully worship God and to live each day guided by His principles.  
 

 

Rector’s Inputs 
 The first Sunday in June, the Church celebrates 

Trinity Sunday as the first Sunday after Pentecost…a 

day set aside to specifically to introduce the uniqueness 

and oneness (or manifestations) of Almighty God 

throughout our human history.  Theologies and doctrines 

of the Trinity are wide and varied; and talk about the 

Holy Trinity can be both confusing and unsettling.  

However, after looking back into some of my own 

thoughts, I came across one perspective of the Holy 

Trinity that I’ve used to clarify some of the more confus-

ing relational aspects between God the Father, God the 

Son and God the Holy Spirit in my own mind.  Now, I’d 

like to share this “model” with you. 

 One way of thinking of The Holy Trinity is as the 

relationships and dynamics between the "Director," the 

"Actor" and the "Script" of any given movie set.  Basi-

cally, each element of this relationship is equal to the 

next, yet distinct and unique in its own existence.  How-

ever, all must work in concert with one another in har-

mony in order to produce the desired effect--the "mov-

ie," if you will.  This effect then becomes the relational 

nature shared between the various persons, or personas, 

our Triune God. 

 In my model, the Director is representative of the 

Father; representing the relational aspect, or intimacy, in 

the relationship and not origin or masculinity.  In this 

relationship, the Director is not directive or demanding; 

but, provides the oversight to all the constituent elements 

of the set that ensures the story line and theme of the 

movie remains coherent; using and accentuating the 

abilities and acting skills of the Actor while remaining 

true to the intent of the Script that guides all the cast and 

the overall production team.  In this sense, the Director 

is primarily the visionary for production; just as God as 

Father envisions and relates the Christian story of love, 

grace and redemption throughout creation. 

 Next, the Actor is representative of God the Son.  

Just as the Son (Jesus) in the Holy Trinity is sent forth 

representing both the "persona" of the Director (God the 

Father) and the Script (Holy Spirit) to humanity, the 

Actor represents both the perspective of the Director and 

acts out the vision that is provided in and through the 

Script.  The Actor, however, retains his/her own identity 

through interpreting both the desires of the Director and 

intent of the Script, and imaginatively creating the soul  

of the character played via the innate talents and expe-

riences unique to the Actor. 

 Continuing my train of thought, the Script, then, 

represents the Holy Spirit, as it is foundation and "glue" 

of the relationship between the three components that 

keep production on target and on track.  The Script 

"paints" the scenes and narrates the overall story, provid-

ing the core of the relationship itself (just as the Holy 

Spirit can be thought of as the agape love that binds the 

relationship of the Father to the Son, the mutual love and 

affection of the Son to the Father, etc.)  Also, the Script 

is never exactly as it exists on paper; as the Director…as 

the visionary…may decide to alter a scene to better 

illustrate the intent of the scene or to codify the various 

scenes throughout the production--unifying the indepen-

dent scenes recorded into a seamless, easily recognizable 

story line.  The Actor, as well, may inject artistic creativ-

ity into the intent of the Script to bring the words on 

paper to life as it is enacted – just as the teachings and 

miracles pointed to Jesus’ identity and holy purpose.  

However, even though altered and influenced by the 

Director and Actor, the Script remains focused on the 

intent of the story itself – God’s purpose…if you will.  

This story can be thought of as the love and relationship 

that the Trinity has with humanity, and that relationship 

humanity should have within itself (ideally--for that is 

what the teachings of Jesus leads us to believe.) 

 Also included in my analogy of the Trinity is the 

equality, distinctiveness and unity necessary to ensure 

that all three personas of this relationship stand on equal 

footing; while retaining interdependence and inter-

relatedness.  Yet, all three personas remain unified in 

their relationship to achieve the same goal…to maintain 

the same underlying plot of the script.  That’s one reason 

we profess one God in our Creeds; even though three 

different manifestations of God’s presence is recorded 

throughout our human situation.  And, that’s why…even 

after 2000+ years of speculation and explanation…The 

Holy Trinity remains “a mystery.” 

 This is only one way of thinking about the relation-

ship shared between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  You 

may find it helpful to exercise your own creativity and 

imagination, composing your own method of explaining 

the relationship and personas of the Trinity; and, how 

you relate to each.  It’s a good exercise in understanding 

our personal theology…Have fun with it!  God’s 

Peace…. 

Jeff+ 



Loaves & Fishes   June, 2007 

 

 

 

 

For your calendar: 
3 June  .............. Trinity Sunday (Hymn practice @ 9am 

in Hudgings Hall) 

Designated Offering (Sawyerville Youth 

Project) 

Ordination to Transitional Deaconate-

Canterbury, 6pm 

3-8 June ............ Young People Painting Birmingham 

9 June  .............. Ordination to Sacred Order of Deacons 

@11am, Emmanuel Church, Opelika) 

10 June  ............ Pentecost 2C 

Vestry Meeting (following worship) 

14-20 June  ....... Junior High II Summer Program @ 

Camp McDowell 

15-17 June  ....... Happening @ Grace Church, Mt. Meigs 

17 June  ............ Pentecost 3C (Father’s Day) 

19 June ............. Clergy Reflection Day (10am-3:30pm, 

St. Francis of Assisi, Birmingham) 

23 June-1 July ..  Sawyerville Youth Project Camp 

24 June .............  Pentecost 4C 

 

 

2007 Bishop’s Visitation 

 We have recently received the 2007 Bishop’s Visita-

tion schedule.  For the past several years, the diocese has 

tried to cycle the visits between weekdays and Sundays 

to accommodate all parish’s desire to have a bishop 

present on Sunday.  For the past few years, St. Philip’s 

has had Sunday visitations scheduled.  However, this 

year Bishop Parsley has chosen to visit our church on 

Wednesday, November 14
th
 at 6pm, to celebrate the 

Holy Eucharist and Confirm/Receive any candidates 

presented.  More information on confirmation classes 

and planned reception from your Vestry and this office 

will be forthcoming. 

 

 

Bishop Suffragan Election 
 There will be a special meeting for the 2007 176

th
 

DIOALA Convention delegates scheduled on September 

30
th
, 2007, at the Cathedral Church of the Advent in 

Birmingham.  This special session is to elect the Dio-

cese’s Bishop Suffragan called for during the convention 

by Bishop Parsley.  Those authorized to attend and vote 

on the new Suffragan are: Laity: Peter Selman, Greg 

Barker &  Norma Jones; Clergy:  The Rev. Jeff Garner.  

Exceptions (and rationale) must be submitted to Carpen-

ter House in writing before 1 September, 2007.  The 

Bishop Suffragan interviews, commonly called the 

“walk about,” will take place on Saturday, September 

8
th
, beginning 12 noon at St. Luke’s Church, Birming-

ham.  All members of the diocese are invited to attend.  

No meals will be served. 

Help!  Stacy will be on vacation the first two weeks of 

August 2007.  So, we will need volunteers to support our 

Nursery for those weeks.  Please let Gail know if you’re 

able to help. 

 

Please pray for: Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, 

Michael, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, Susan, Jack, Glen-

da, Reba, Faye, Donna, Pat, Lourene, Bea, Jerry, 

Cheryl, Kay, Jane, Cathy, Charles, Paul,  Nancy, Nor-

man, Irene,  Scott, Martha & Rowland; and all those 

carried on our hearts & in our prayers.  We invite pray-

ers for all those who in need.  Those added to our prayer 

list with short term conditions will be removed after 

three weeks, unless requests are received by the office 

for them to be retained. 

 

 

 

 

People are like stained glass windows:  

they sparkle and shine when the sun's out,  

but when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is 

revealed only if there is light within. 
 

Elizabeth Kubler-Ross  

 

 

 

Church staff hours are Monday through Thursday, from 

9 am-4 pm.  In the event of after-hour emergencies, 

please call 845-9945 or 997-6730.   

If someone needs either our pastoral presence and/or 

this parishôs prayers, please call or email us. 

 

 

 

June 2007 Birthdays 
 1 Becky Guinn 

  Peggy Tutwiler 

 2 Thomas Evans 

 5 Pat Vezertzis, Jr.  

  Margaret Ann Selman 

 20 Jack Barker 

 24 Leith Herzberg 

 

June 2007 Anniversaries 

 14 Rosaline and Charles Shipp 

 27 Martha and Larry Banks 

 

 

Please submit all newsletter inputs to loavesandfish-

es@tds.net by the 26
th
 of each month. 
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ECW - "Every Church Woman"!  
 What a busy month of May! Our St. Philip's Yard 

Sale was a huge success - we not only got some spring 

cleaning finished at home, but ECW's share of the profits 

was $455.05!  Thanks to all who donated items to, 

worked before and during and shopped at the sale. We 

collected $390 at our Spring Ingathering for the United 

Thank Offering and $16 for the Church Periodical Club. 

Thank you to Beth Newsome, our UTO coordinator!  

Besides collecting money, our group sent a Mother's 

Day bouquet to "Miss Frances," our adopted grandmoth-

er.  

 We certainly enjoyed our May meeting at the beauti-

ful home of Cindy Wood followed by a tour/demo of 

Orbix Hot Glass with artist, Cal Breed.  For Mother's 

Day, Martha Banks was the lucky recipient of the red 

Roxy pitcher that Cal made that night!  

 

 Louise Rains, Jo Anne Glover and Linda Jones 

represented St. Philip's ECW at the spring meeting of the 

Mountain Convocation at St. Luke's in Scottsboro. 

Upcoming ECW events include the Fall meeting of the 

Mountain Convocation in September at Christ Church, 

Albertville, and the ECW Diocesan Fall Conference to 

be held in Auburn Oct. 11-12. Contact Linda if interest-

ed in attending the latter so reservations can be made at 

the Auburn Conference Center while rooms are still 

available.  

 For the summer, remember to continue to collect 

items for women served by Rose Haven Center for 

Domestic Abuse. A "Summer Salad Supper" is in the 

works so we can "keep in touch" and just have fun, food 

and fellowship. Watch for details to come!  As the heat 

begins to rise, enjoy St. Philip's, family, friends, fun and 

travel - and stay "cool!" 

 

Linda 
 

Z 

Alter Flowers 
 Altar flowers are a meaningful way to offer a memorial, thanksgiving, or special intention; the provider's name and 

dedication will appear in that Sunday's bulletin. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in Hudgings Hall or you 

may e-mail Suzie Barker at gbarker@farmerstel.com to reserve your dates.  

 Please place your order with Violet's Florist at 844-4798 as we have a delivery agreement with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 

 Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgings Hall on the wall racks in the 

foyer and next to the bulletin board in the hall, across from the kitchen.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter 

by regular mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net 
          Your editor, Gayle Franklin  

http://tdsmail.tds.net/agent/MobNewMsg?to=gbarker@farmerstel.com
mailto:gayle.franklin@tds.net

