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St Philip’s is a community that shares a great love for God, the Episcopal faith, and our “little red church.” 

Our mission is to faithfully worship God and to live each day guided by His principles.  
 

Report from the 176
th

 Annual Convention of the 

Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Alabama
 

The 176
th
 Annual Diocesan 

Convention was convened and 

business conducted from 15
th
 

through the 17
th
 of February at the 

Bear Bryant Convention Center in 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  This year’s 

Convention was hosted by the 

Campus Ministries and the good 

folks of Canterbury Chapel on the 

UA campus; which reminded those 

of us attending the Convention that 

no matter how busy we are, we can 

always take time to “Reach 

Beyond Ourselves”; the theme of 

this year’s gathering! 

 

 We were addressed by many 

speakers, including the Rt. Rev. 

Duncan M. Gray, III of Mississippi 

and The Rev Fritz Valdema, Priest 

in our Companion Diocese of 

Haiti.  Bishop Parsley addressed 

the Convention on Friday morning, 

where he spoke to our adopted 

theme, reported on the progress of 

the ACTS II Campaign, and other 

significant events that had oc-

curred throughout 2006.  He also 

called on all Episcopalians to 

embrace our diversity within the 

Church and be tolerant of other 

ideas as we move forward as a 

“community of reconciliation” into 

the future.  Additionally, Bp. 

Parsley announced his intention to 

call for the election of a new 

Bishop Suffragan to replace The 

Rt. Rev. Marc Andrus after his 

departure as the new Bishop of  

California.  

 

 Our delegates attended and heard presentations and reports from many 

areas, to include: the Diocesan Council, the ACTS II committee, the Episcopal 

Church Women (ECW), Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) efforts, 

Jubilee Ministries, and a report from the Deputies of the Diocese attending 

General Convention.  We also were given updates from our Companion Dio-

cese Committee, of planning by the Cursillo Secretariat, the Ministry of Dea-

cons, and our Youth Department; and, reports were offered from our Hispanic 

Missioner and the Director of Camp McDowell.  All were favorable, informa-

tive, and oftentimes entertaining.  The following Resolutions (and disposition) 

were brought before the Convention: 

 

 1. 2007 Program and Budget for the Diocese of Alabama…adopted 

 2. 2007 Budget for Camp McDowell…adopted 

 3. Resolution to Limit Term of Parish Treasurers…defeated in committee 

 4.  Resolution asking Alabama Legislature to allow vote on calling for a 

Constitutional Convention to rewrite Alabama Constitution…adopted 

 5. Resolution on Support for a Living Wage…adopted as amended 

 6. Resolution Supporting ACTS II Campaign…adopted 

 7. Resolution commending Bp Parsley for his Leadership…adopted 

 8. Resolution declaring Christ the Redeemer Montgomery dormant…adopted 

 9. Resolution calling for the Election of a Bishop Suffragan…adopted  

10. Resolution Congratulating The Rev. Shannon S. Johnston’s election as 

Bishop of Virginia…adopted 

11. Resolution Greeting The Most Rev. Katherine Jefferts-Schori as Presiding 

Bishop of ECUSA…adopted  

12. Resolution honoring Candice Frazer, Youth Coordinator…adopted 

13. Resolution honoring Guest Preacher, The Rt. Rev. Duncan Gray, 

III…adopted 

14. Resolution welcoming The Rev. & Mrs. Fritz Valdema of San Simeon 

Province, Diocese of Haiti…adopted 

15. Resolution in appreciation to Dr. Robert Witt & to the University of Ala-

bama for their Hospitality…adopted 

16. Resolution of Gratitude to the Hosts of the 176
th
 Annual Convention, the 

Episcopal Campus Ministries and Canterbury Chapel…adopted 

17. Resolution declaring the 177
th
 Convention to be held in Birmingham, 

sponsored by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church …adopted 

 

As my tradition, I will place most Convention materials in an organized 

binder and make it available for all in the Parish Hall over the next few weeks.  

Please don’t hesitate to ask questions of your elected delegates: Greg Barker, 

Peter Selman, Norma Jones or of myself.    

 

God’s Peace…Jeff+                         
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St Philip’s Wednesday Evening Lenten 

Program  

 Each Wednesday evening during Lent, those wish-

ing will gather to share a meal and explore together 

“Pioneers of the Spirit”: biographical profiles that 

weave together excerpts from the lives, experiences and 

writings of such faithful church figures as Augustine of 

Hippo, St Teresa of Avila, and Dante Alighieri.   

 Each evening will begin at 5:30pm with our tradi-

tional soup and sandwich meal, followed by a 30-minute 

video and discussion on each personality, and each 

session will close with Compline by 7pm.   

 So, come…eat…and, join in on the fellowship. 
 

Ecumenical Lenten Services 
During Lent, St Philip's will participate in the small-

church Sunday evening Lenten services.  These pro-

grams will begin at 6pm at each hosted church, and will 

include worship, a homily, and a light reception for 

fellowship afterward.  St. Philip's hosted the first oppor-

tunity on the evening of February 25
th
.  Thanks to all 

who attended, and to the many who helped with the 

fellowship hour afterwards.  Here is the schedule for the 

remaining services: 

4 March Word of Life Church 

11 March Gault Avenue Baptist Church 

18 March Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church 

25 March St Paul’s Methodist Church 

1 April 1
st
 Presbyterian Church 

 

 

Please pray for: 

 Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, Carole, Michael, Chez, 

Norma, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, Susan, Martha Jean, 

Martha, Jack, Glenda, Reba, Faye,  Donna, Pat, Carol, 

Lourene, Bea, Jerry, Cheryl, Kay, Virgil, Jane, Ted & 

Bennie, and all those carried on our hearts and in our 

prayers. 

 If you have someone carried on this list, please call 

and update us on their status. 

 

  

 

 
Normal parish office hours are Monday through  

Thursday, from 8:30 am-4 pm.   

For after-hour emergencies, please call  

845-9945 or 997-6730.  If anyone needs either pastoral 

presence or prayers, please let us know. 

 

A Note from the Vestry 

 This past Saturday, your Vestry invested a portion of 

the day in a review of our responsibility as your repre-

sentatives in the planning and oversight of the local 

church.  Central in this activity was contemplation of the 

blessings and challenges of the past year, the current 

issues and health of our faith community, the opportuni-

ties and challenges of the new church year, and our 

hopes and prayers as we seek to “live out” our mission. 

 It was obvious to each member of the Vestry that 

without input from all of you, our vision is limited.  

Whether they be issues, concerns, disappointments, 

suggestions, or your hopes, dreams, and prayers for our 

“little red church” and its voice in our communities – 

your words are welcome and will be appreciated.  Please 

join your voice and prayers with ours as we seek God’s 

leadership in our lives and our church. 

 

Greg Barker, Senior Warden 

Dick Franklin, Junior Warden 

Diane McGee, Clerk 

Buz Jones 

Lynette Porter 

Margaret Ann Selman 

 

 

ECW Events and News 
Our February ECW meeting was well attended at 

Suzie Barker's home on Valentine's Day! Along with our 

business meeting, doorprizes were won and a trivia 

game was played with Martha Banks serving as the 

emcee. Congratulations to both the "Venus" and "Aph-

rodite" teams for their enthusiastic participation!  

A big THANK YOU to Suzie also for the wonderful 

refreshments served! The ECW will not have a regular 

meeting in March due to the Wednesday night Lenten 

suppers. However, we are looking forward to hosting a 

Wedding Shower for Ellen Lacey April 11 at the home 

of Harriett Lillich.  

Other dates of interest include Relay for Life on 

April 27, a Churchwide yard sale on May 4/5, and 

Women's Weekend at Camp McDowell on May 18-20. 

Please remember our outreach project to help wom-

en served by Rose Haven by placing designated items in 

the basket in Hudgings Hall.  Margaret Ann Selman will 

be making a second delivery soon.  

 

Linda 
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March Calendar 

1 Parish Parochial Report due to Carpenter House 

1 Jeff: Christian Care Center (on call through 5 

Mar) 

2-4 Cusillo 155  

 Making Room Spiritual Retreat (Camp McDo-

well) 

 Happening (Epiphany, Guntersville) 

4 2
nd

 Sunday in Lent (LEM – Norma Jones) 

 Hymn Practice (9am) 

7 Wed. Lenten Program (5:30pm – meal by 

Guinn’s & Barkers) 

8 Diocesan Youth Coordinator Mtg (10am - 

Carpenter House) 

11 3
rd

 Sun. in Lent (Daylight Savings time, LEM – 

Louise Rains) 

 Adult Sunday School (9am) 

 Designated Offering – ACTS II 

14 Wed. Lenten Program (5:30pm – meal by Banks 

and Nancy Davis)   

15 Kerygma Bible Training (Carpenter House) 

16-21  Youth Spring Break Conference (Camp McDo-

well) 

18  4
th
 Sun in Lent (LEM – Suzie Barker) 

 Adult Sunday School (9am) 

21 Wed. Lenten Program (5:30pm – meal by Way-

lor’s & Garner’s) 

25 5
th
 Sun in Lent (LEM – Steve Brewer) 

 Adult Sunday School (9am) 

28 Ministerial Association Meeting (11:30 am) 

 Wed. Lenten Program (5:30pm – meal by Rains 

and T. Jones’) 

 

 

March Birthdays 
 2 Tommy Chesnut 

 8 Jack Everett 

 9 Melody Evans 

  Jacob Myrick 

 11 Bill Kellett 

  Stacy Willoughby 

 13 Dick Franklin 

 16 Suzie Barker 

 21 Jeff Garner 

 24 Rowland Waylor 

 28 Pat Taylor 

 

 March Anniversaries 
 16 Margaret Ann and Peter Selman 

 21 Jean and Louis Herzberg 

 

 

 

Alter Flowers 
 Altar flowers are a meaningful way to offer a me-

morial, thanksgiving, or special intention; the provider's 

name and dedication will appear in that Sunday's bulle-

tin. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in 

Hudgings Hall or you may e-mail Suzie Barker at gbark-

er@farmerstel.com to reserve your dates.  

Please place your order with Violet's Florist at 844-4798 

as we have a delivery agreement with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 

 Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgings Hall on the wall racks in the foyer 

and next to the bulletin board in the hall, across from the kitchen.  If you prefer to receive this newsletter by 

regular mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net 

 

                 Your editor, Gayle Franklin  

http://tdsmail.tds.net/agent/MobNewMsg?to=gbarker@farmerstel.com
http://tdsmail.tds.net/agent/MobNewMsg?to=gbarker@farmerstel.com
mailto:gayle.franklin@tds.net

