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Rector’s Corner 
 On Sunday, October 1

st
, beginning at 5pm, we will celebrate the 

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi and the Annual Blessing of the Animals 

outside on the Church‟s front lawn.  St. Francis, the founder of the 

Franciscan Order, began life as the son of a wealthy merchant in the 

city of Assisi.  In his early life, St. Francis assisted his father in run-

ning their garment business, and became a respected leader in his 

community.  However, after surviving as a captured prisoner in the 

war against a neighboring city-state, Francis‟ regard for the poor and 

lepers became conspicuous.  Later, he was said to have heard a voice 

that seemed to originate from a Byzantine-style crucifix in a small 

semi-derelict church of San Damiano that instructed him to “Go and 

repair my house, which you see is falling down.”  So, having sold 

some of his father‟s merchandise, Francis began repairing the run-

down structure.  This led to conflict between him and his family; 

reaching climax as Francis renounced his inheritance, his family, and 

even stripped off the clothes he wore…stating they belonged to his 

family.  That began a long and colorful ministry, which included a 

close rapport with God‟s creation; and, especially with all of God‟s 

creatures…great and small!    

 Over the past two centuries, there‟s been a resurgence of interest in 

St Francis…an interest that tends to see him only by those traits that 

appeal to the naturalist seeker; normally caricaturing him as a nature-

lover or a drop-out from society.  Actually, St Francis models the 

faithful life we all should try to emulate.  He had a real sternness of 

character about him that normally is ignored – his all-pervasive love of 

God and his identification with the sufferings of Christ.  It‟s from that 

aspect of Francis‟ faith that we can find both the strength and encou-

ragement to speak out against the social, economic, and environmental 

injustices so commonplace in today‟s world…especially when it con-

cerns instigating competition for natural resources between nations, 

corporations and individuals who seek to monopolize such things for 

profits‟ sake.  St. Francis was serious about safeguarding all the trea-

sures of God‟s creation…just as we should be.   

 The Feast of St Francis and The Blessing of the Animals allows us 

to reflect upon our own responsibility to God as chosen stewards for 

this corner of God‟s creation we call Earth.  Francis of Assisi modeled 

for us how to freely share the fruits of our labor with those less fortu-

nate, while always remaining cognizant of what‟s occurring around us 

-- both in our spiritual life and in the environment that supports our 

survival.   

 Let us remember the example of St Francis in our lives…and, for 

the generations that will come after us -- preserving and protecting 

God‟s blessed gifts that have been left in our care.   

 

  

God of many blessings, 

source of all that is 

 good and true and holy; 

raise us up to see the 

world through your eyes 

so that we may treasure 

each blessed creature 

alive with your Spirit 

 and touched by your 

creative hand.   

Amen. 

 

 God‟s Blessings to All…. 
    

 Jeff+ 
 

 

Bishop’s Visitation & Reception  
 The 2006 Bishop‟s Visitation 

schedule is scheduled for Sun-

day, October 8
th

, where Chez 

Hooks will be received into the 

Episcopal Church.  There will be 

a covered-dish reception follow-

ing the service that day, with the 

Vestry providing a ham.  Please 

contact a Vestry-member or the 

ECW for addition details. 

 

Diocesan Convention  
 The 176th Diocesan Conven-

tion will take place at the Bear 

Bryant Convention Center in 

Tuscaloosa (15-17 February, 

2007.)  St Philip‟s must identify 

and elect three delegates to at-

tend. Please provide nominations 

to the office before October 15
th

.   
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Nursery 

 St Philip‟s still seeks to hire a part-time nursery 

attendant.  If you know anyone interested, please 

contact the office.  „Til then, volunteer attendants 

are needed!   

 

Calendar 

1 Oct  ........... Hymn practice (9 am)                       

Feast of St Francis and Blessing of the 

Animals (5pm) 

5-6 Oct  ....... ECW Fall Conference (Canterbury, 

Tuscaloosa)  

8 Oct ............ Bishop‟s Annual Visit & Reception  

11 Oct  ......... ECW meeting at the home of      Nan-

cy  Davis 

16 Oct  ......... God‟s Potters Pastoral Conference 

(Samford University) 

19-22 Oct  ... Cursillo #155 (Camp McDowell) 

22-28 Oct  ... Parish Administrator on Vacation 

24-30 Oct  ... Fr Jeff on Call (Christian Care Center) 

27-29 Oct  ... Peace Prayer of St Francis at Camp 

McDowell) 

28 Oct  ......... ALTRUSA Lunch (Hudgings Hall) 

29 Oct  ......... ECW Mtn. Convocation Gathering 

(Holy Comforter, Gadsden) 

31 Oct  ......... Bishop‟s Conference on Shared Minis-

try (Montgomery) 

Nov 15 … .... 2007 Pledge Cards returned to parish 

office 

 

Hymn practice this Sunday (Oct.1) at 9 am. 

Adult Sunday School Class will resume Oct.8. 

 

Undesignated Offerings Schedule 
  Once a month, the Rector may designate the 

unspecified plate offering for a specific charity or 

program.  Please give generously: 

October 8  ..........Bishop‟s Discretionary Fund (Bi-

shop‟s Visitation) 

November 5  ......Camp McDowell (Navoo) 

December 3  ......Christian Care Center (Fort Payne) 

 

Please pray for: 

Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, Susan, Carole, Mi-

chael, Chez, Norman, Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, 

Susan, Martha Jean, Martha, Jack, Christina, Diane, 

Glenda, Charles, Barry, Reba, Norma, Jane, Pattee, 

Faye, Becky, Donna, Steve, Dean, Steven, Pat and 

David, and all those carried in our hearts.   

 If you have someone carried on this list, please 

call and update us on their status. 

 

 

Kudos! 

 Thanks to Dean and Jimmy Eberhart for both 

the materials and the labor in building our trash 

receptacle enclosure.  As was said to me after we 

removed the scrub brush after purchasing our new 

property parcel last year, “…Now we can see the 

trash cans from the road!”  Well, that‟s no longer 

the case.   Thanks, Dean and Jimmy! 

 Kudos also go out to Rowland Waylor for 

mounting the notice bins inside the doorways of our 

classrooms, the Nursery, and outside the Sacristy 

door.  Now, notices and mail can be placed in a 

convenient and easily accessible place for each 

function.  Also, thanks to Rowland for handling our 

recycling efforts for the past several months! 
 

 

October Birthdays   '''''' 
3 Rob Hammond 

13 Cindy Wood 

14 Jeff Wood 

16 Louise Rains, Allison Siragusa 

17 Norma Jones 

27 Lindsay (Garner) Sears 

29 Cheryl Allen 

30 Patti Ephgrave 

31 Cathy Taylor 

 

October Anniversaries 
9 Gail and Rowland Waylor 

 
hg 

Church Bulletin inputs due before  

Wednesday of the Week 

Newsletter inputs due the 26
th

 of each month 
hg 

 

2007 Pledge cards have been mailed.  Please 

return your pledge cards before November 

15
th

 by mail, dropping off your card by the 

parish office, or dropping your card in the 

offering plate on Sundays.   
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ECW News   

 October looks like a busy month for ECW!  We 

have the Fall Conference in Tuscaloosa, our regular 

St. Philip's meeting at the home of Nancy Davis and 

our Mountain Convocation Fall Gathering in Gads-

den to look forward to!   
  

 

Oct.5-6  ECW Fall Conference @ Canter-

bury/Christ Church in Tuscaloosa 

Oct. 11 ECW meeting @ 5:00 at the home of 

Nancy Davis 

Oct. 29  ECW Mtn. Convocation Fall Gathering 

@ Holy Comforter in Gadsden 

 

 

 Our ornament sales have gone well - so far we 

have made $274!  After displaying them at Hudg-

ings Hall again Oct. 1, they will be on sale at the 

Fall Conference.  Make sure you have selected and 

purchased your favorites soon!   

 Remember our DeKalb Home Health project 

this month too.  Please bring donations for the 

elderly, homebound and disabled (adult pull up 

diapers and/or nutritional supplements such as 

Ensure) to HH or the next ECW meeting.  These 

items will certainly alleviate some of the financial 

strain for those who are trying to provide the "ba-

sics" on a fixed income.  

 See you at an ECW meeting! 

    Linda 

 

 

 

St. Philip’s Mission Statement 

 Please remember to return your mission state-

ment ideas to any vestry member or place in the 

vestry mailbox outside the administrator's office as 

soon as possible!   We're looking forward to your 

input and your vision of what St. Philip‟s is all 

about! 

 

Alter Guild 

 Linda Jones and Lou Raines are creating an 

Altar Guild Manual that will include a detailed 

inventory of the Alter Guild appointments. They 

need to know who worked on our needlepoint 

kneelers, piano bench cushion, and the missal stand.  

If you have information that can help them, please 

let Linda or Lou know. 
 

 

Normal church staff hours are Monday through Thurs-

day, from 8:30 am-4 pm.  In the event of after-hour 

emergencies, please call 845-9945 or 997-6730.  If 

someone needs either our pastoral presence and/or this 

parish‟s prayers, please call 845-1192 or email us at 

stphilipsadmin@bellsouth.net) directly, with necessary 

details. 

 

 

St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 

2813 Godfrey Avenue N. 

Fort Payne, Alabama 35967 

(256) 845-1192 

stphilipsadmin@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE! 

 Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgins Hall on the wall racks in the foyer 

and next to the bulletin board in the hall.  If anyone who receives this newsletter by email would rather receive a 

regular copy through the mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net 

          Your editor, Gayle Franklin 
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