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Dear St. Phil i p’

I would like to take a moment to bring you
up to date on what is happening in and around
your church. On Monday afternoon, Septem-
ber 24, Larry Banks, Chairman of the Search
Committee, and | met with the Rev. Jim Elliott
at Hudgings Hall. Jim is the consultant as-
signed to us by the Diocesan Deployment Of-
fice to help in the process of finding a new
priest.

The first step....The Parish Survey. If you
have not done so, please fill it out and send it in
before October 15. The results of the Survey
will be analyzed and correlated so that we can
better address your needs and wants for the
future of our church. If you did not receive a
copy of the survey, you may pick one up at the
church.

The second step...the formation of a Parish
Profile. This is done by the Search Committee
and will be put on a CD or DVD. The final
draft will be reviewed by the Vestry and the
Bishop’s Office before it is released. Steps one
and two have already been set in motion, and |
will keep everyone informed as the process
moves along.

A copy of the entire “Policies Pertaining to
the Calling of a Rector” will be put on the bul-
letin board in Hudgings Hall for your inspec-
tion.

The new Hardie Siding has been installed
on the entire back of the church. Painting of the
siding and trim will be completed in the next
week or so.

Thanks to Steve Brewer for removing the
dead crabapple tree and filling in the hole next
to the Memorial Garden. Also, the old playset
has been dismantled and removed. | would like
to thank Buz Jones who single-handedly
tackled this BIG job. Soon the NEW playset
will be delivered. | plan for it to be on site and
ready for assembly just before our fall workday
which will be on October 13 at 8:00 am. Eve-
ryone is invited! And, please take time to no-
tice and use our new patio furniture. It arrived
last week and is ready to be enjoyed.

C HheaMemerighGarden §agpegn pleg;ed of the old vege-
tation and Bermuda grass, and a new sprinkler system is set
to be installed very soon. A planting layout for our new
garden is being created by professionals from Petal Pushers
and will be done after the sprinkler system has been in-
stalled and tested.

This is an exciting time for St. Philip’s, and I thank all
of you for your support. Blessings,
Greg

DID YOU KNOW?

St. Philip’s has a “Holding Cross” ministry. Our Hold-
ing Cross has been carved from Bethlehem Olive Wood
and is smooth in form to fit comfortably in the hand and to
give comfort to the holder in times of illness or during a
hospital stay.

If you find yourself in need of our Holding Cross
please contact Kay Scruggs at 845-5668.
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I will dwell in your house for ever;
I will take refuge under the cover of your wings.
Psalm 61

A family of fiend sparrows nested in a hanging basket so
close to our porch chairs that for several weeks the mother bird
would eye us intimately from her nest. When the babies were old
enough to fly, she sat patiently on a nearby tree limb, did her
grooming, and waited for us to leave. When we continued to sit,
she turned a deaf ear to the birds’ thin cries an ordered them to
fly. The order came; they simply obeyed.

| often think of the certainty shown by the little birds who
knew without doubt they could trust her judment. They had en-
joyed security and food in the first days of their lives, so a sense
of trust was there. Like David, they knew they would continue to
be safe in whatever she decided.

Can you believe that God has promised the same security to
those who follow his commandments? In a life filled with dan-
gers and sadness, the psalmist sought shelter through prayer. He
prayed for the warmth of that same shelter beneath the wings of
God.
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St. Philip’s is a community that shares a great love for God, the Episcopal faith, and our “little red church.”
Our mission is to faithfully worship God and to live each day guided by His principles.
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Confirmation Classes

Classes titled “Becoming an Episcopa-
lian” continue to be held in Hudgings Hall at
9 am each Sunday. Jo Anne Glover is teach-
ing this class which will continue until No-
vember 11. All interested persons ages 12
and older are invited. Classes can be prepa-
ration for Baptism and/or Confirmation. All,
including “reviewers” interested in the
Church are invited. Please direct questions to
Jo Anne Glover at 256-634-4342.

Please pray for:

Carter, Kirk, Brent, Bernice, Michael,
Sydney, Vickie, Irene, Lois, Susan, Faye, Pat,
Lourene, Bea, Jerry, Jane, Cathy, Nancy,
Norman, Irene, Jack, Martha, Earl, Rilla,
Donnie, and Anna Beth and Kim, and all
those carried on our hearts and prayers.

We invite prayers for all those who
are in need. Please keep us up on their
status so we might make room for others.

Vestry Meeting -
Sunday, October 14 at 8:45 am.

October Birthdays
3 Rob Hammond

13 Cindy Wood

16  Louise Rains

Allison Siragusa

17 Norma Jones

29  Cheryl Allen
30 Patti Ephgrave

31 Cathy Taylor

October Anniversaries
9 Gail and Rowland Waylor

Pledge Drive for 2008 begins in Octolye
Pledge Cards will be mailed out soon.

ST. Philip’s Contacts
Parish Office 256-845-1192
Sr. Warden, Greg Barker 256-657-5055

For your October Calendar
7 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Rev. Oscar Hussell Celebrates
Note! Covered dish follows service
10 ECW meeting, 5:30 at Hudgings Hall. Pro-
gram, "Columbariums™ by Suzie Barker
11-12 ECW Fall Conference, Auburn
13 Fall Workday — 8 am
14 Rev. Forest Etheridge Celebrates
Vestry Meeting — 8:45 am
21  Rev. Perry Scruggs Celebrates
28  Rev. Jim Alves Celebrates
Vv
Wednesday, November 14 at 6 pm, the Bishop will
be here at St. Philip’s for confirmation.

ECW NEWS

A big THANK YOU goes out to the Franklins for host-
ing the fall "kick-off" gathering at their lake home for both
ECW and the Men's Group last month. Those in attendance
certainly enjoyed "Co-Ed Cocktail Hour," the wonderful
food and fellowship by the water and a slideshow presenta-
tion/viewing of Gayle's artwork. Check out the photos on
the ECW bulletin board!

The ECW decided to sell St. Philip's notecards for our
next fundraiser. We will be packaging these at our next
meeting so purchases can be made later this month. Dona-
tions were made to the ECW Memorial Scholarship Fund in
memory of Glenda Odom, the DeKalb County United Giv-
er's Fund and the ECW efforts towards the ACTS2 Cam-
paign.

Margaret Ann Selman delivered laundry basket #3 con-
taining donated items to Rose Haven in September. Thanks
to all who continue to remember the women/ children
served by this shelter. Since October is "National Violence
Awareness Month," it was suggested we each bring small
sizes of over-the-counter medicines (bandaids, Neosporin,
adult/children's cough drops/syrup, ibuprofen, tissues, etc.)
to our next meeting to be held October 10 at Hudgings Hall.
Suzie Barker will also present an informative program
about Columbariums - an idea several have expressed an
interest in for St. Philip's. Come ready to work on note-
cards, donate OTC meds for Rosehaven, and learn all about
Columbariums - all in one night. Linda

**| adies, please contact Linda if interested in hosting fu-
ture ECW meetings in your home or at Hudgings Hall or in
attending the Fall ECW conference.

Please Note! Extra copies of our current Loaves & Fishes are available in Hudgings Hall. If you prefer to receive
this newsletter by regular mail, please contact me at 256-779-7675 or by email at gayle.franklin@tds.net.




